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SOL LEWITT: WALL DRAWINGS 
April 21- June 21, Gallery 40 

Sol LeWitt, one of the most influential artists working today, has 
designed wall drawings for The Cleveland Museum of Art's Gallery 40, as he has 
done for many other museums all over the world. LeWitt’ s plans will be 
executed by several of his assistants— directly on the wall — between April I 3 
and 21, and the artist will be here at the beginning of the project to 
supervise the installation. The public will be able to watch the work in 
progress from adjacent galleries. The drawings will remain through June 21, 
after which they will exist only as photographic documentation. 

Using line and pure geometric form, LeWitt 's wall drawings imply an 
underlying sense of logic and order. His relationship to the initial concept 
is much like that of an architect to a blueprint or of a composer to a musical 
score; the concept is an idea to be carried out by others. The assistants 
follow written instructions that might direct them, for example, to make six 
geometric shapes, each two- thirds the height of the wall, using a wash of red 
Pelikan India ink diluted with eight parts water. Beyond that, the assistants 
are free to interpret, giving the drawings a compelling immediacy. 

Born in I 928 in Hartford, Connecticut, LeWitt is most prominent among a 
group of conceptual artists that emerged in the late 1960s. In I 978 , the 
Museum of Modern Art organized a retrospective show of his wall drawings and 
open, cube-like sculptures. In 1984, Hartford's Wadsworth Atheneum devoted a 
traveling exhibition to his wall drawings. This exhibition was arranged by 
Tom Hinson, Curator of Contemporary Art. 

For additional information or black-and-white photographs, please contact the 
Public Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 



